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GRIN Verlag Gmbh Mai 2010, 2010. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 210x147x1 mm. This item is printed on
demand - Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and
Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2,5, University of Marburg (Fachbereich Fremdsprachliche Philologien),
course: The Victorians, language: English, abstract: The Victorian period was an era with many inventions,
renewals, development and changes. The influences of the Industrial Revolution could be seen and felt all over
society and economy. Due to this, new economical theories were developed, the population steadily increased
and the educational level improved. Besides, the Victorian era was a very productive time for literature.
Victorian novelists were massively influenced by the changes in society and the development of their country. In
this time, new genres of literature were invented, such as the bildungsroman, detective and sensational novel.
Due to the growing literacy and the introduction of mass media, literature was available for many more people
and also diHerent classes. Central topics in the novels oIen were crime and mystery, but also psychology and
madness got more and more popular. This paper will deal with psychology and madness in Victorian literature.
In order to proof the theoretical background an analysis of the sensation novel Lady Audley s Secret (1862) by
Mary Elizabeth Braddon will be done. Madness plays a very important role in this novel and two contemporary
theories of the 19th century are discussed.The first part of the paper is about Victorian psychology in general.
However, two selected theories of Victorian psychology will be looked at in detail in order to analyze Lady
Audley s Secret. The next chapter starts with a general overview about madness in Victorian literature. The next
part deals with Lady Audley s Secret, where a general overview about...
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