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Religion is free; the press is free; and medical practice, thank heaven, is steadily verging toward a like equality
before the law, and independence of State domination. But this equality and liberty are not likely to be
conceded unqualifiedly without further conflict. The pampered dog of the kennel is ill-content to let his free
brother of the forest range the fields without chain and collar. Accordingly, the American Medical Association
has proposed an appeal to the Legislatures of the several States, advocating that no more charters be granted
to medical colleges which do not agree to adopt the plan of teaching which the Association shall hereaGer
demand. Perchance, if successful in grasping so much power, the next requirement would be to close up every
institution now in existence, which will not conform to such a plan. It is always the first step which counts.
Already, the worthy President of the National Public Health Association, has taken the initiative by a letter
proposing the enforcing of a standard of qualification in all branches of medical learning about which doctors
do not disagree, while materia medica, or medicines and their uses, from which spring all the systems of
practice about which doctors disagree; shall be pursued in the hospitals after graduation. Instead of the present
method of conferring the degree of Doctor of Medicine, Dr. Smith proposes to devolve that power upon a
Medical Council, as in England. However plausible this may seem, it involves nothing short of the overthrow of
every institution and School of Medicine, the tenets of which are not acceptable to the American Medical...
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