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illustrated. 1804 Excerpt: . . . Lord, of the unconverted, as the prophet once did concerning the adversaries of
Israel; We are thine: thou didst never bear rule over them; they were not called by thy name: and if the mind
were suitably impressed with a sense of this fact; with a deep conviction of its obligation to divine goodness,
and of its entire dependence on the divine favour, we should not be precipitate in an affair of so much
importance. It should ever be remembered, that houses and riches are the inheritance of fathers; but that a
prudent wife is from the Lord: and the man who shall habitually live under the influence of this delightful truth,
will see it his duty, and think it a privilege to ask his direction to find one. He will not have to struggle with
insuperable difficulties in attempting to keep his desires within due bounds nor will he have reason to complain
that the limits prescribed are so narrow as to encircle no objects on which choice may deliberate with pleasure.
There is, so to speak, in the garden of God, a vast variety of fruit; and his taste must be vitiated indeed, that can
find no enjoyment but in eating such as is forbidden! The question in this, as well as in every other case, should
not simply be, whether the object desired will be grateful to me, or not; but whether attachment to it will meet
the approbation of Him...
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