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Excerpt: . .. 11 25, 000 students in some of the states most economically challenged urban and rural districts.
We have two major initiatives. The Ohio High School Transformation Initiative, in which we help local
communities take existing high school facilities and use them in new and more effective ways. In fall of 2004, 58
new, sepa-rate small high schools opened their doors on what used to be 17 large low performing urban
campuses. Eleven more new small schools will open this August. The second initiative is Ohio Early College High
School Initia-tive. We are actually forming 10 new Early College High Schools, which as Tom pointed out help
students earn up to 2 years of col-lege credit or an associates degree while they are earning their high school
diploma. Together we believe these 79 new small schools will really help create a tipping point for high school
reform in Ohio. Because our schools are in their first or second year of develop-ment we dont yet have a long
track record of student achievement data. However, the early results are promising. The Dayton Early College
Academy is located in the states lowest performing urban district. Right before | got on the plane to come here
yesterday, | learned that 90 percent of the first of its classes to take the Ohio graduation test this spring passed
that test on the first try. Thats the lowest performing urban district in the state. Seventy percent of the students
at that school, and 100 percent of the students at the Lorain Early College High School and the Youngstown
Early College High School are...
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