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ignorance and confidence in everything an educated Frenchman said on the pronunciation of his own
language (a confidence which subsequent investigation has greatly shaken), prevented further discussion. Since
that time, the writer has met many instances of Frenchmen correcting the consonant in a syllable, when it is the
vowel which is faulty, and vice versa. This is all the more likely to occur when the consonant is a voiced one, and
especially when it is what may be called a semi-vowel, as in this case. The real cause of complaint in the word in
question was the second vowel, which is usually represented as 0. It is, however, not so open as in most words
containing 0, being usually almost a middle o (see 19). Probably if this Frenchman could hear the same word
with a middle o, he would be satisfied with the L In French the voice plays even a more important part in the |
than in English. When the I is initial, keep the tongue in position and dwell a long time on the | before giving the
vowel. It is well to exaggerate this at first. Thus practise: --l a, l a, | 0, L u, etc. (the line representing a lengthening
of the consonant). This consonant sometimes loses its voice immediately after a voiceless consonant, as in
peuple (pcepj). Two s, when sounded atall as |, are...
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