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usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1890 edition. Excerpt: . . . officers. ) From the time of Ina Gesith is not found in the laws and Thegn
takes its place, 2) and in a document containing the marriage contract of Godwine with Byrhtric in 1016, 3) all
free society is composed of Thanes4) and Ceorls. (Original Pegenan and ceorlan. ) The English kinsfolk
belonging to the various above named classes settled the towns. War was no sooner over than the warrior
settled down into the farmer, and the kinsfolk bound not alone by family ties but by dwelling in the same place
were knit together by their common holding, and each community lived essentially the same life as it had lived
at home before the Conquest. Each had its moot hill or sacred tree as a centre, and its mark as a border, each
judged by witnesses of kinsfolk and neighbors and made laws in its witan. 5) ) Earle says: My surmise is, that
they are the original captains and officers of the Conquest of Wessex, men of eorlisc birth P. LXX. 2) In the
thousand years from the 5th to the 15th century we see a train of words succeeding one another in the same
office and if they fail to be absolute equivalents it is because of changes in the times and not in the relative
social incidence of the terms, these words are Eorl, Gesith, Thane, Knight, Squire, Gentleman. The last two run
abreast. Introduction to Land Charters, p. 71, s)...
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