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- Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject American Studies - Literature,
printed single-sided, grade: 2 (B), Martin Luther University (Anglistics/American Studies), course: Edgar Allan
Poe, language: English, abstract: Edgar Allan Poe s The Pit and the Pendulum was first published in The GiF: A
Christmas and New Year's Present (1843) and revised for publication in The Broadway Journal of 17 May 1845.
Although by this time the Spanish Inquisition was oJicially over, the American public was still interested in such
topics. During the nineteenth century a fascination with death evolved. People were interested in gothic novels,
were fascinated by horror stories, they loved tales that included elements of magic, supernatural and torture.
This morbid fascination with death received its most intensive literary treatment at the hands of Edgar Allan
Poe. In The Pit and the Pendulum Poe uses all the elements people were fond of: adventure, supernatural,
horror, death, being helpless etc. He moves the sensibility of the reader and evokes a certain emotional
reaction. In this term paper I am going to concentrate on how Poe achieved a certain effect with his story. First I
will take a closer look at the prisoner s constant escapes, point out that most of these escapes are unbelievable
and try to find out what the aim of his torturers might be. I will speculate on possibilities, what could have
happened to the prisoner if he had made other choices during his stay in the dungeon. Then I will illustrate that
there are certain parallels between a tomb and the dungeon in which the prisoner has to endure humiliation
and agony, so the victim appears to be buried...
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