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indexed. Not illustrated. 1882 Excerpt: .action. An equal immunity is possessed by Distilled Water before it has
been in contact with the Air. But the case is very different with Rain Water, which in its descent from the clouds
has amply provided itself with Oxygen. An oxide (X ) is promptly formed on the surface of any lead gutters,
pipes, and cisterns prepared for its reception, and as it is perfectly soft, containing only about Sulphate of Lime
is included by an eminent author as a protective, with the Carbonate and Phosphate. Yet we are told that the
contact of Plaster of Paris with Lead should be avoided, as it occasions corrosion in the presence of moisture.
two grains of earthy salts per gallon, that oxide is readily dissolved. The presence of Zinc tends materially to
promote the oxidizing and dissolving of Lead, and Zinc pipes of impure quality, which often contain a small
quantity of that metal, without its presence being suspected, are doubly dangerous. There are also several
substances of which the presence in Water tends to promote its action on Lead, such as Chlorides, Nitrates,
Nitrites, Ammonia, and especially Organic Matter in decomposition Free Carbonic Acid in soft Water converts
the Oxide of Lead which may be produced into a Carbonate of Lead, ( x) which though insoluble, forms
apparently on account of its crystalline or fibrous consistency, an imperfect preventive to the further oxidation
of the Lead which it covers. It is moreover soluble in an excess...
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