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Too apt before to kill. The gerund is often used instead of the
infinitive with to, probably by confusion with it in earlier times.
You cannot decline seeing him = you cannot decline to see him.
He began counting the money = he began to count. 237. In
transitive verbs which require an object to make complete sense,
the present participle is always active, the past participle always
passive; but the past participle acquires an active meaning in
combination with having, corresponding in this way with the
past participle of deponent verbs in Latin. Thus--Beaten is
passive; having beaten is active. There is no presumption worth
mentioning against his having exerted this miraculous power. --
Butler s Analogy. Is it well to wish thee happy 1--having known
me, to decline On a range of lower feelings, and a narrower
heart than mine! --Tennyson. This...
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