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indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: . the year 1905, exclusive of the Special or Trust Funds accruing from the
State and of the balance of the General and Special School Fund appropriations of previous years now
unexpended. Respectfully submitted, (Signed) (Mrs.) MATHILDE COFFIN FORD. Changes in the Course of Study
for the Elementary Schools. Hon. Edward M. Grout, Comptroller: Sir--Relative to economies already made
through modifications in the course of study for the elementary schools, and concerning the wisdom of further
changes in that course, I beg to report as follows: In order to inquire into the conduct of the public schools as
means to judging the wisdom displayed by the Board of Education in spending the very large and growing
appropriations which are made for school purposes, it has been necessary for the Department of Finance to
examine critically the course of study which obtains because the greater part of the school money is expended
for instruction. In fact the school system is maintained for the sole purpose of teaching, so that its organization
and equipment at all points are determined primarily by the educational ideas which shape the curriculum. The
course of study is the pivot about which the school system revolves. It lays out the work to be accomplished,
fixes the order in which it shall be taken up, and apportions the time to be given to each branch of instruction
during all terms from the kindergarten to the City College. Out of a total appropriation by the...
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