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The novel also prompts considerations of novelistic technique, specifically point of view, characterization, and
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contributors demonstrate a range of frameworks that usefully inform teaching, from the new historicism to
feminist and gender studies to narrative theory. They also examine the novel's complex artistry, variety of
motifs and symbol patterns, and cultural and social influences, such as the era's changing racial attitudes, the
rise of a new suburban culture, and the dichotomy of East versus West in America.
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