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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1817 edition. Excerpt: . thus either rises into grandeur or falls into littleness, --is an
angel or a brute ! Whoever reviews the several religious errors of the Pagan, Jewish, and Christian
communities, will admit, that the history of superstition constitutes one of the most offensive pages in the
annals of mankind; he will see the object of worship misrepresented, the universe partitioned into petty
sovereignties, and Deity divided, contracted, and localized; religion turned into mockery, and mockery into
religion. It is somewhat difficult to trace the operations and to ascertain the true character of superstition,
although it has prevailed so extensively in the world, and produced such extraordinary effects. Amongst other
anomalies, this is observable, that it not only has led captive weak and ignorant minds, which being unable to
detect a specious sophism, or to depart from a general practice, may easily be supposed incapable of resisting
its fascination; but, it has been known to seduce and enchain some of the noblest orders of intellect, and the
most cultivated (c)f human understandings. Whole nations and successive generations have been subjected to
its influence, furnishing ample evidence of that statement, which, if it be not repeated in every page of
Scripture, lies at the foundation of all its truths; and into which many of the peculiarities of this principle may
be resolved: The world by wisdom knew not GodV k 1 Cor. i. 21. Superstition is unquestionably founded in mean
and absurd ideas of the moral...
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