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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1896 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER Ill. THE FINAL FORM OF VESTMENTS IN THE
WESTERN CHURCH. HITHERTO, to a great extent, we have been groping in the dark, guided only by the dim
light yielded by obscure passages in early writers or by half-defaced frescoes and shattered sculptures. Much is
conjectural, much uncertain; and often the shreds of information obtained from different sources appear
contradictory, requiring patient thought and investigation to unravel the entanglement and reconcile the
inconsistencies. The progress of Christian literature and art had been retarded first by persecution, then by war
and tumult. This partly accounts for the comparative scantiness of the material extant for a history of the
Christian antiquities of the first eight centuries. But with the ninth century a new era began, which lasted
unchecked all through the Middle Ages. The military genius of Charles the Great effected a general peace in the
year 812; and under his enthusiastic patronage a true renaissance took place in learning and in art.
Architecture and manuscript illumination were carried to a high degree of perfection, and for the first time
active and systematic researches were made into the details of the doctrine and ritual of the church in the
preceding centuries. As a natural consequence of the inquiring spirit which thus made itself felt, the number of
books and tracts on ecclesiastical matters multiplied enormously. Among the many branches of study which
were and are open to the inquiry of the ecclesiologist, few occupied the...
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